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GUELPH —
A local jazz
musician and
the founder
of Guelph’s
biggest man-
ufacturing
company are
among seven
prominent
Canadians
who will re-
ceive honor-
ary degrees
from the Uni-
versity of
Guelph and
the Universi-
ty of Guelph-
Humber dur-
ing the
schools’ sum-
mer convoca-
tion.

Peter Ap-
pleyard, one
of the top jazz
vibraphon-
ists in the
world, is
known as
Canada’s
“ambassador
of good
vibes” for his
extensive
touring
around the
world. 

“It’s aw-
fully nice to
be recognized,” Appleyard said
from his home near Rockwood.
“It’s such a wonderful tribute, a de-
gree like that.”

The 81-year-old musician is a
member of the Order of Canada
and over the years has performed
with such musicians as Frank Si-
natra, Benny Goodman and Tony
Bennett. He still transports all of
his vibraphone equipment
through airports by himself doz-
ens of times each year. 

“I have to make separate trips,”
Appleyard said. “But I have no
plans to slow down — I’ll only stop
if I can’t physically do this any-
more,” he said.

The vibraphone is similar in ap-
pearance to a xylophone, but its
sound is made by striking alumi-
num bars instead of wooden ones.

Genevieve Gundy, the universi-
ty’s secretariat officer, said Ap-
pleyard is being recognized for his
contribution to the arts. 

GUELPH — The vaulted ceiling in the main
hall and small garden by the front doors are the
last recognizable vestiges of Kortright Presby-
terian Church.

The rest has been renovated and is now
home to Hospice Wellington’s day programs —
plus a new, 10-bed, residential facility. The
space is soothing, bright, well-appointed, and
comfortable. 

If not for the serious nature of client stays,
just about anyone would want to be there.

Hospices are about dying — there’s just no
getting around that, says Hospice Wellington’s
new executive director.

“But we are also about celebrating a life and
creating an end-of-life experience that has dig-

nity and respect,” Rosslyn Bentley said.
“So we want to recreate a homelike atmo-

sphere. Our staff and volunteers will put in
that extra effort so our clients will feel safe and
comfortable in their final days.”

Hospice Wellington is holding an open
house for the general public today from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. and will receive its first client Monday.
That’s when the 30-year dream of a residential
hospice in this community comes to fruition.

Bentley said she’s been warned to expect a
lot of people for the open house — perhaps
upwards of 1,000 visitors throughout the day —
so she’s arranged a shuttle bus that will run
between Hospice Wellington, at 795 Scottsdale
Dr., and the Sears end of the parking lot at
Stone Road Mall. Parking is limited on Scotts-
dale Drive and Hospice’s parking lot will be
filled by staff and volunteers leading the tours.
Bentley is recommending visitors use the
shuttle bus. They should also dress for the
weather, since there could be a wait to get in.

l l l

Joanne Coyle likes to say Hospice Wellington
actually started with a birth. She was an occu-
pational therapist at Guelph General Hospital
30 years ago and she and family doctor Dr. Carl
Mackie got talking after attending to a birth. 

NICK IWANYSHYN, FOR THE GUELPH MERCURY

There’s an open house today at the new Hospice Wellington facility at 795 Scottsdale Dr. The dream of a residential hospice has been a long one.

Hospice dream comes true
Guelph’s new residential hospice facility will receive its first client on Monday
Joanne Shuttleworth
jshuttleworth@guelphmercury.com
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Honorary
degree
recipients
announced
Jazz musician,
Linamar founder
among notables

Linamar founder
Frank Hasenfratz 

Audrey
McLaughlin,
former federal
NDP leader
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Kim Mackrael
kmackrael@guelphmercury.com

Jazz vibraphonist
Peter Appleyard 

GUELPH — The Guelph Sikh
Society, and its opponents, are
both setting their sights on the
next hurdle in the society’s bid to
build a temple on Clair Road in
the south end.

“We are very hopeful we will
get the zoning on June 7,” Dr. Ra-
vi Rai, vice-president of the soci-
ety, said Friday.

City councillors will hold a
planning meeting that evening,
and are expected to vote on
whether to accept a recommen-
dation from planning staff that
would amend the zoning bylaw
on the property and allow the

construction of a religious insti-
tution.

Rai on Friday still had not
read the staff report, which was
just released to the media late
Thursday and was posted on the
city’s website Friday.

“Right now we can’t say too
much about it,” he said. “It’s just
up to council whether to accept
the staff position.”

Adam Minnion, chair of the
newly formed Westminster
Woods Residents’ Association —
which was established primarily
to mount a co-ordinated opposi-
tion to the proposal — also had
not read the report Friday eve-
ning but pledged to be at the
council meeting and said the is-

sue will likely go on beyond that
night.

“There are still options avail-
able to us,” Minnion said. “Just
because the city’s planning de-
partment has recommended it,
there are still other avenues for
us to pursue.”

These would include trying to
convince councillors to reject
the staff position, he said, and
even appealing the issue to the
Ontario Municipal Board.

The law firm Smith Valeriote
applied for a zoning amendment
last fall. The Sikh Society plans
to build a nearly 2,000-square-
metre (21,500-square-foot) tem-
ple in two phases.

The proposal has been met
with significant backlash, pri-
marily from residents of the ad-
jacent residential neighbour-
hood.

‰ SEE TEMPLE ON PAGE A3

Both sides look to council
Sikh society, temple opponents gird
for meeting about new temple
Scott Tracey
stracey@guelphmercury.com

EDEN MILLS — A village man is
missing, three firefighters are in-
jured and a local home is in ruins
after a late afternoon fire in this
community.

OPP Const. Keith Robb said the
homeowner, who is in his 80s, is
unaccounted for after the blaze at
49 Ash St. 

Neighbours identified the miss-
ing man as Bill Ritchie. His wife,
Ivy Ritchie, escaped the house un-
harmed. Police believe the two
were the only ones in the house at
the time.

Homeowner
missing, 
three firefighters
hurt in blaze
Kim Mackrael
kmackrael@guelphmercury.com

‰ SEE FIRE ON PAGE A3
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GUELPH — Owen Goss scoured Apple
stores in California, Pittsburgh and Cali-
fornia unsuccessfully for an iPad until
he managed to scoop one up Friday at
Guelph’s Future Shop.

“I have been trying to get one for al-
most two months,” said Goss, who lined
up outside the store about an hour before
the store opened at 10 a.m.

The iPad went on sale across Canada
Friday morning at Future Shop, Best
Buy and Apple retail stores.

Across the country, people lined up for
several hours in anticipation, with the
lineup at Toronto’s Eaton Centre begin-
ning Thursday night. However, in
Guelph, it was a smaller crowd who were
still enthused to be the first to get their
hands on the Apple product.

Goss is getting the iPad since he plans
to develop games for it. He has already
designed two games for the iPhone, with
a third yet to be released.

“I need to test the games,” he said. “I
don’t want to release a game without test-
ing it.”

He believes the iPad will be more suit-
ed for social play and allow for people to
play games together.

The iPad weighs less than a kilogram
and is about as thick as an adult’s thumb.
With a multi-touch screen, the iPad will
allow users to browse the web, check
email, watch movies, listen to music,
download books and view photos.

It was first released in the U.S. about
eight weeks ago and quickly sold more
than a million units.

Guelph resident Paul Surette was the
first person outside the Future Shop
around 8:45 a.m. and wanted to get his
hands on an iPad as a late Mother’s Day
gift for his wife.

“I have got money burning in my
pocket,” he said.

He said the iPad will allow his wife to
quickly browse the internet without
switching on a computer or laptop and it
will be a great device for his son to play
games on.

Surette said a Future Shop employee
said the store carried 95 iPads, with only
10 base models with 16 gigabytes of stor-
age, priced at $549 in stock. The 32 GB
model sells for $649; and the 64 GB model
will go for $749. The 3G models will go for
$679, $779 and $879 respectively.

Future Shop employees declined to of-
fer comments to the media, but Elliott
Chun, a spokesperson from the store’s
head office, said there has been a lot of
demand for iPads at the store, leading up
to the launch.

Chun said he couldn’t comment on
the quantities available at the store.

“We’ll definitely do our best to make
sure (the customers) get one,” he said.

An embarrassed John Lawson said he
had never lined up for anything in his
life. He said he’s eager to be able to read
classical novels, agendas or minutes
from meetings on the iPad.

“There are whole libraries available
that you can put into this,” he said.

It’ll also be convenient to take on vaca-
tion, he said. 

Meanwhile, Tammy Schaefer isn’t
new to waiting in lines for hyped prod-
ucts. She said she waited from 2 a.m.
when Xbox 360 was launched and was
waiting again Friday for the iPad.

It was for her husband, she said.
“He’s a techmeister.”
Schaefer said the Apple product is ap-

pealing as it is wireless, has a sleek look
and is portable.

iPads make
their Guelph
arrival
Thana Dharmarajah
tdharmarajah@guelphmercury.com
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Owen Goss finally got his hands on an
iPad Friday after several unsuccessful
trips to Apple stores in the United States.

They discovered they shared an interest
in palliative care and recognized that local
services to help the dying were in short
supply.

“We formed a committee and organized
a seminar on palliative care,” said Coyle,
who is soon to retire as president of Thera-
py Partners, a private health care provider
based in Guelph. “Out of that seminar came
a group of interested people who basically
stayed with it until Hospice Wellington was
born.

“Our first client, she understood what
we were trying to do. We were by her side in
shifts. She did not die alone.”

It’s been a slow evolution for Hospice
Wellington. But the organization gained
traction and recognition locally at a time
when palliative care was becoming a topic
of discussion at both the federal and pro-
vincial health ministries.

Guelph General Hospital gave the fledg-
ing organization some office space on Delhi
Street and it started recruiting and train-
ing volunteers, fundraising, writing news-
letters, amassing a library and running
group sessions.

The Rotary Club of Guelph gave a five-
year commitment to fund the not-for-profit
organization, which allowed it to move to
larger quarters on Speedvale Avenue. Over
the years, Hospice Wellington has opened
satellite offices in northern parts of the
county and expanded its groups to include
grief groups for teens and children.

And now all that progress has led to —
and delivered — a residential hospice. It’s a
place that feels like home. But it has staff
and volunteers trained in palliative care,
which accommodates different traditions
around death and allows family members
to concentrate on their relationship with
their loved one and not on their physical
care. And that even allows pets.

Hanna Boos has been a Hospice Welling-
ton volunteer for 28 years and her late hus-

band, Walter, served on its board of direc-
tors for years.

“Walter was adamant there would be a
residential hospice here in Guelph, so it
will be touching for me when it opens,”
Boos said. She said she cared for her hus-
band for three years before he died, “but a
place like this for his last 10 days would have
been perfect.”

l l l

Bentley points out the environmental fea-
tures in the renovated building such as a
“living wall” of plants that improves indoor
air quality, independent heat controls in
the client suites, solar panels for ambient
water heating, and energy-efficient win-
dows that take advantage of natural light. 

There are communal spaces, such as the
kitchen, dining room, solarium, outdoor
balconies, serenity garden and gazebo.
Doorways to all those spaces are wide
enough for a bed to be wheeled through, and
clients and their families are free to roam
the grounds and use all the facilities.

Bentley is most excited, though, about
the 10 client rooms. They’re large rooms
with neutral décor, upholstered head-
boards and footboards on hospital beds.
They also feature sleeper-sofas — so family
can stay overnight — locked storage for per-
sonal items, and private, wheelchair-acces-
sible washrooms.

Clients can hang their own art and pho-
tos on the walls. The shower and tub room
have special fittings and lifts to make bath-
ing easier for frail clients.

The lower level is home to Hospice’s day
programs. There are offices for Hospice
staff and wellness rooms for programs. 

Other associated professionals can also
use the space. There’s a drop-in office with
internet access for visiting professionals.
The Community Care Access Centre’s pal-
liative care team can do charting there. The
Bereaved Family Network of Ontario and
Brain Tumour Association are renting
space and there are two exam rooms for

outpatients of the pain- and symptom-man-
agement program.

The children’s room is Bentley’s favou-
rite element. It includes a hopscotch pat-
tern on the floor and a ‘crooked little house’
playhouse for imaginative play.

Bentley said every tradesperson who
has worked on the space has gone an extra
mile to deliver quality construction and fin-
ishes.

“The attention to detail and level of care
has been outstanding,” she said. “I think
everyone who comes here realizes what a
special place it is.”

l l l

Hospice Wellington’s residential facility is
part of an overall palliative care plan for the
region. The province has committed
$580,000 a year for Hospice Wellington’s op-
erating costs. Bentley thinks that will cover
between 65 and 80 per cent of the real cost,
but won’t know until the building has been
running for a while. Fundraising will be an
ongoing reality, however, she said, but cli-
ents will never be charged.

“People are really touched by Hospice
when they use it and they often make dona-
tions. That’s been a significant part of our
campaigns,” Bentley said. “Don’t you wish
the rest of health care was like this?”

There are a few palliative care beds at
long-term care facilities in the city, plus pal-
liative beds at Guelph General Hospital.
The Community Care Access Centre oper-
ates in-home palliative services for those
who wish to die in their own homes.

Lisaard House, in Cambridge, is the only
other residential hospice in the region, but
it caters to cancer patients who are over 18.

Hospice Wellington will take anyone
who lives in the region, at any age. 

Marianne Walker, chief executive of St.
Joseph’s Health Centre, said there’s often a
waiting list for palliative beds at her facil-
ity. “So this is great news for our communi-
ty. People will have more choice and the
system has more capacity,” she said.

NICK IWANYSHYN, FOR THE GUELPH MERCURY

Executive director Rosslyn Bentley stands by a bed at the new Hospice Wellington facility on Scottsdale Drive in Guelph.

Hospice dream evolved slowly
‰ HOSPICE FROM PAGE A1

A 66-page staff report includes 14 pages dedicated to ad-
dressing concerns raised by councillors and citizens.

“We wanted to make sure the concerns raised were ade-
quately addressed and we feel they were,” Scott Hannah, the
city’s manager of development and parks planning, said Fri-
day. “I don’t consider what we’re asking the applicant to do ...
as minor.”

Staff worked with the Sikh Society to determine the most
appropriate site on the property for the building, the maxi-
mum size of the structure and other issues, “which is not
something we normally do.”

Staff also visited other Sikh temples at various times of the
day to gauge the level of use and activity around the centres.

“The concerns were thoroughly addressed,” Hannah said.
But Minnion is not convinced. He feels information pre-

sented to staff by his group should have raised significant
concerns about the proposal.

For now, Rai is just hoping to get city council onside. “I
believe they will understand this is something we need and
we are meeting all their requirements,” the Sikh Society
official said.

‘Concerns thoroughly
addressed’ in report
‰ TEMPLE FROM PAGE A1

“There is a good probability
that the husband is still in the
house,” Robb said. 

Robb said the three firefighters
were also injured on the call. He did
not reveal the extent of their in-
juries, but indicated they are mi-
nor.

He said the house was “com-
pletely engulfed” when firefight-
ers arrived. It did not spread to
neighbouring homes.

The house is now gutted. Black
and grey ashes line the windows
and the edges of the roof. Five
hours after the fire began, clouds of
smoke still curled upwards from
the roof. A satellite dish on a corner
of the roof remained surprisingly
untouched.

Mike Taylor lives two houses
away from the Ritchies. He called
them a highly self-sufficient cou-

ple, and said they have lived in the
house for as long as he can remem-
ber.

Robin Bresnahan, a 17-year-old
student at J.F. Ross High School in
Guelph, was biking home when he
saw billowing smoke coming from
the area near his house.

“I was freaked out,” he said. “I
thought it was my house.” 

Bresnahan, who lives directly
across the street from the Ritchie
home, said he found Ivy Ritchie on
the street outside and brought her
into his house to rest.

Hours after the flames were put
out, neighbours loitered around
the police tape, watching firefight-
ers work as the sky darkened. 

The Ontario Fire Marshal has
been called to investigate the cause
of the fire and direct a search of the
house, which Robb said will likely
take several days.

Blaze guts home
‰ FIRE FROM PAGE A1
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