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April 21, 2011 

Mr. Sean McLafferty 
Chamber of Commerce 
President’s Business Recognition Awards 
15-485 Silvercreek Parkway North 
Guelph, ON, N1H 7K5  

Dear Mr. Lafferty, 

For the past 33 years, J. David McAuley Architect Inc. has placed an emphasis on the 
support of local professional services in Guelph and Wellington County. We have 
consciously fulfilled our own mission to contribute to environmental sustainability. We 
hope that you will recognize our efforts to achieve the 3 pillars “People, Planet, and 
Profit” and consider J. David McAuley Architect Inc. for the President’s Business 
Recognition Awards, in the category of Environmental Stewardship.  

Through our Environmental Office Practices Policy, we are a leader in environmental 
sustainability not only to our clientele but also in our internal office practices. Our 
Environmental Office Practices and the principles of sustainable building design, Feng 
Shui and building biology are goals we utilize to reduce our carbon footprint. 

Our firm's holistic focus is directed toward healthy design, green building, sustainable 
architecture, energy conservation, low environmental impact construction/maintenance 
and use of local renewable resources.  While these strategies are essential in helping to 
preserve our global environment, a positive micro-environment within the building 
themselves is carefully developed to improve the health and well being of the building's 
occupants. We strive to create unique and functional designs tailored to each of our 
client's needs, budget limitations and site conditions (see Hospice Wellington takes a 
Green Approach to Building). This same philosophy is incorporated into our office 
design and practices. Utilizing a Victorian building, centrally located near downtown, as 
an office, we have found that sustainable design and practices are more economical 
over the life of a building, reducing utilities, operating and maintenance costs.  
 
At J. David McAuley Architect Inc., we educate ourselves and others while utilizing 
office practices to encourage a sustainable, healthy work environment. There is concern 
for the present and long term overall health of the employees thus encouraging the use 
of traditional and alternative medicine while following the practices of building biology 
(healthy buildings), Feng Shui and BioGeometry. This mindset transcends into a holistic 
practice with greater care and concern for our environment. Our staff participate in staff 
outings (biking, canoeing, lunch in the park) and take part in a range of environmental 
activities, seminars, workshops, lunch and learns and events.  The variety of 
modifications to our office environment and practices, increased awareness, utilizing 
natural renewable products, energy and water conservation, recyclable products and 
the newest technologies, the use of natural products and those free of toxins, has 
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reduced our carbon footprint and operating costs while maintaining a healthy work 
environment and lifestyle. 

J. David McAuley Architect Inc. will continue to distinguish itself as a firm that provides 
high value service and sustainable leadership qualities. Owner David McAuley, a 
certified Building Biologist and Associate Joel Bartlett, a LEED accredited professional, 
work along with a staff eager to support and incorporate sustainable features into the 
day to day operations of the office and work / home environment. Implementing our 
Environmental Office Practices and the principles of sustainable building design, 
building biology, BioGeometry and Feng Shui is a goal we continually strive to exceed. 
The reduction of our carbon footprint through our office practices are part of our daily 
work, but have also overflowed into our daily lives at home, play and our lives in 
general. Below are some examples of what we do at the offices of J. David McAuley 
Architect Inc.:  

Some implemented office practices: 
 

• Indoor and outdoor shoes – reducing wear and tear, maintenance and 
cleaning 

• Double sided copying and reusing paper by copying on the reverse side 
for internal documents or making note pads 

• Reuse architectural drawings as file folders 
• Lights / fans / server on timers to shut off when not in use 
• Shutdown of equipment daily   
• Composting of kitchen waste and recycling of ink cartridges 
 

Equipment / Office and property features  
 

• Hybrid vehicle – Prius shared with all staff 
• Super insulated (R40 walls, R60 roof), long life steel roof, radiant heat, 

operable windows, natural finishes 
• Natural lighting, task lighting, compact fluorescent lighting, using motion 

sensors 
• Localized heating and A/C, low flow toilets 
• Indoor plants, native species, minimal lawn, permeable surfaces designed 

with Feng Shui principles 
• Rain water harvesting 
• No Wi-Fi - minimizing health risks from electromagnetic fields  
• No fax - documents are scanned and emailed, flat screen monitors use 

less energy 
• Reverse Osmosis system limiting contaminants in the water and use of 

water bottles 
 
People  

• Teleconferencing and emailing reduce the amount of travel 
• Live locally, like minded employees, consultants and contractors  
• Transportation – car pool, bus, biking and walking to work 
• Fragrance free, non-smoking office 
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Maintenance 
 

• Maximize use of hand pushed lawn mower 
• No leaf blower, yard is hand-raked and pesticide free 
• Most snow hand shoveled, sand and kitty litter used on snow and ice 

instead of salt 
• Environmentally friendly cleaning products, natural products and reusable 

items  
 

Marketing / Education / Purchasing  
 

• Website promoting healthy and sustainable practices and organizations  
• Promoting sustainable building practices on job sign 
• Continuing education through lunch and learns, staff meetings, webinars, 

communication board, courses and seminars, videos,  along with 
educating others  

• Purchasing locally, and searching out like minded consultants, contractors 
and suppliers   

• Engaging in an energy audit  
• David McAuley, spearheaded the first Healthy Buildings Conference 
• Sharing knowledge through a variety of presentations, conferences and 

lectures 
• Sponsoring, donating to and supporting environmental groups and 

organizations 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration for the President’s Business Recognition Awards, in 
the category of Environmental Stewardship.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
J. David McAuley  
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Financial Benefits

J. David McAuley Architect Inc.
Despite the increase in the costs of 
utilities, we have not exceeded the 
annual costs of 2001 figures.



Not money, but the human being y g
is the measure of all things.
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