


‘Guelph hospice breaks ground

10-bed palliative care facility in city’s south end
to be open by next spring for patients and families
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GUELPH — Not long after the ceremonial
shovels broke ground yesterday at what will
soon be a residential hospice in Guelph’s
south end, the real shovels hit the dirt.

While there was a strong desire to cele-
brate the groundbreaking milestone for Hos-
pice Wellington, the greater pressure is to
get the 10-bed palliative care facility con-
structed and operating by next spring.

And with a recent influx of cash — $1.2
million from the province, $1 million from
the city, $400,000 from Wellington County
and more than $2 million raised in its Build-

ing Compassionate Care fundraising cam-
paign — finally, there is nothing holding
them back.

“We were so driven, we got started before
the ceremony,” Jim MacKenzie, chair of the
Hospice Wellington board, said yesterday
morning in his remarks to the small crowd
gathered at the site on the corner of Kor-
tright Road and Scottsdale Drive.

“We actually started clearing the inside a
month ago and the demolition is almost
complete,” said Brent Charette, Hospice’s
executive director. “We expect you all to
come back next spring for the grand opening
celebration.”

Hospice had been running its programs

at this location, a former church it pur-
chased in 2005. During the construction of
the residential facility, Hospice is operating
out of space on Woodlawn Road donated by

' Synnegx, at the former home of Imperial To-

bacco.

Hospice Wellington provides a number of
services for people with life-threatening ill-
ness and their families, including holistic
therapies, support groups, a lending library,
caretaker relief, friendly visits and bereave-
ment programs.

The programs and the geography Hos-
pice Wellington covers have grown over its
29-year history — it now has a second loca-
tion in Mount Forest. But yesterday marked
the realization of its founders’ original vi-
sion to also run a residential space where
people can receive medical care in their fi-
nals days. :

The homelike facility will accommodate

families as well as palliative patients and
will have more flexibility to respond to fami-
ly needs and traditions than a hospital.

“I came to Hospice Wellington in 1995 and
it was push, push, push to get a residential
hospice here, even back then,” said Keith
Conrad, Hospice Wellington’s first executive
director. i

“This is a wonderful day. We’ve been wait-
ing for so many years,” said Joyce Frank,
who sat on Hospice’s original board of direc-
tors and helped map out the vision.

‘ Guelph MPP Liz Sandals said the Min-
istry of Health allocated $14 million of its
2008 budget for residential hospices across
the province, part of its initiative to get pa-
tients who don’t need to be in acute care out
of hospitals and into proper care in the com-
munity.

For more information, visit www.hos-
picewellington.org. |



